






 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED 

 

April 7, 2022 

 

Mr. HUDSON: Madam SPEAKER, I rise today to honor the life and legacy of renowned architect Frederick 

Law Olmsted. This marks the 200th year since his birth.   

 

Prior to beginning his career as a landscape architect, Mr. Olmsted worked as an author, farmer, journalist, and 

public servant. As the superintendent of New York’s Central Park, he was awarded the opportunity to design 

the park. This prestigious task marked only the beginning of his accomplished career in architecture. In 1873, 

Congress selected Mr. Olmsted to design the expansion of the U.S. Capitol. He also designed the Biltmore 

Estate in Asheville where he fell in love with the natural beauty of North Carolina. He later accepted the 

opportunity to serve as the chief architect for the Village of Pinehurst. Today, the Village of Pinehurst is part of 

the Pinehurst National Historic Landmark District on the National Register of Historic Places. This impressive 

distinction serves in large part to recognize the cultural and architectural significance of Mr. Olmsted’s 

exemplary work. 

 

After he passed in 1903, Mr. Olmsted’s sons and business colleagues worked to carry out his architectural 

mission which continues to shape the direction of American architecture and design. His extraordinary legacy 

provides a guiding model for all practicing architecture.  

 

I would like to extend my most sincere appreciation to Mr. Olmsted for his committed and impactful leadership 

and achievements in the fields of architecture and landscaping. His work has greatly benefitted North Carolina 

and the U.S., and I join our entire community in honoring his extraordinary life. 

 

Madam SPEAKER, please join me today in honoring the life and legacy of Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted. 

 

Thank you, Madam SPEAKER. I yield back the balance of my time.  

 

  

   

 

_______________________________ 

RICHARD HUDSON                                                                   

Member of Congress  





Town of Fairfield, Connecticut 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS:            The Town of Fairfield proudly honors and recognizes the 200th birthday of  

Frederick Law Olmsted - author, journalist, public official, urban planner and 

founder of American landscape architecture; and   

 

WHEREAS:  Olmsted and his successor firms have designed thousands of extraordinary 

landscape projects across the country, including ones in Fairfield and 

Bridgeport.  Some of Olmsted’s best known designs include New York City’s 

Central Park, the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., the Biltmore Estate in North 

Carolina and the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago; and  

 

WHEREAS:  Parks for all people was one of Olmsted’s guiding principles. Nearly 200 years 

before the environmental justice movement, Olmsted designed parks as 

democratic spaces and called for the creation of national scenic reservations for 

all Americans.  His vision of universal access to parks and their capacity to 

bring communities together is more important than ever; and  

WHEREAS:  The Fairfield Garden Club, which bases its work on Olmsted’s guiding 

principles, is a proud participant in Olmsted 200, a national celebration based on 

the belief that the Olmsted legacy is to be honored, communicated, and 

exemplified; and  

 

WHEREAS:   The Fairfield Garden Club has been involved in the beautification in and  

around Fairfield for over 100 years. Some of its most notable work includes its 

longstanding care and maintenance of the Dooryard Garden at the Ogden House; 

planting thousands of daffodil bulbs; partnering with the Connecticut 

Agricultural Experiment Station and the Town’s Conservation department to 

initiate a feasibility study to plant 100 American chestnut hybrids in open space; 

and creating and maintaining the pocket park at the Fairfield Public Library. The 

Club is currently planning a Tree Canopy project at Seaside Park in Bridgeport 

in celebration of the Bicentennial Year of Olmsted’s birth; and  

 

WHEREAS:  The Town of Fairfield is grateful to The Fairfield Garden Club for all of its 

outstanding contributions to the Fairfield area and for celebrating Olmsted’s 

extraordinary legacy. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Brenda L. Kupchick, First Selectwoman of the Town of Fairfield, do hereby 

proclaim Tuesday, April 26, 2022 as  
 

FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED DAY 

in the Town of Fairfield and encourage all citizens to join The Fairfield Garden Club and Town in 

celebrating the life, leadership and enduring influence of Frederick Law Olmsted. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the Town of 

Fairfield to hereby be affixed, this 26th day of April 2022.  

              
 
 
 
 
 
 

             ________________________ 

           Brenda L. Kupchick                                                                   

           First Selectwoman                                                                   







HOUSE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, April 26, 2022 marks the 200th anniversary of the

birth of Frederick Law Olmsted; and

WHEREAS, Over a lengthy career, Frederick Law Olmsted was

an author, journalist, public official, city planner,

landscape architect, and creative genius who transformed the

American landscape; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted's philosophy and designs

influenced the development of beautiful and functional

landscapes, including parks and parkways, college campuses,

planned communities, estates, cemeteries, recreation areas,

and specialized landscapes for arboreta and expositions,

including Jackson and Washington Parks in Chicago, the World's

Columbian Exposition of 1893 in Chicago, and the Village of

Riverside; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted is remembered as the

premier landscape architect in the United States during the

19th century and is considered to be the founder of landscape

architecture in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted was one of the first

individuals to promote the idea of national parks in his 1865

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

HR0654 LRB102 26181 MST 35824 r

*LRB10226181MST35824r*



Yosemite Report; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted believed that thoughtful

landscape designs should promote community, advance democracy,

provide recreational opportunities in urban environments,

nurture and invigorate public health, and encourage the

development of livable communities; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted's associates, sons, and

successor firms carried out his philosophy and designs well

into the 20th century, leaving a tremendous legacy of historic

landscapes that continues to benefit the people of the United

States and visitors throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted inspired the development of

large parks and park systems for public benefit in urban

areas, creating a legacy of parks that are a singular feature

of the urban experience; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted's landscape designs play a

vital role in the enrichment of Illinois and contribute to the

quality of life in Illinois and hundreds of communities across

the United States; and

WHEREAS, Communities across the country are celebrating

this bicentennial anniversary as part of the coordinated
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national and local celebration known as Olmsted 200;

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE

HUNDRED SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that

we declare April 26, 2022 as "Frederick Law Olmsted Day" in the

State of Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of the resolution be

presented to the organizers of the Olmsted 200 celebration.
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A RESOLUTION recognizing April 26, 2022, as National Frederick Law Olmsted 1 

Day in Kentucky to celebrate and honor his impact and contributions in landscape 2 

architecture and conservation. 3 

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted was born in Hartford, Connecticut, on April 4 

26, 1822, to John and Charlotte Olmstead; and 5 

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted is regarded as the founder of American 6 

landscape architecture; and 7 

WHEREAS, Frederick Law Olmsted is responsible for the landscapes of historical 8 

United States landmarks such as Central Park in New York City, the United States 9 

Capitol in Washington, D.C., and the Bitmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina; and  10 

WHEREAS, as a trailblazer in the United States conservation movement, Frederick 11 

Law Olmsted worked tirelessly to preserve natural resources such as Yosemite Valley in 12 

Yosemite National Park and Niagara Falls in New York; and  13 

WHEREAS, in 1898, Frederick Law Olmsted co-founded the American Society of 14 

Landscape Architects; and 15 

WHEREAS, among his many accomplishments, he composed the Olmsted Park 16 

System of Louisville, Kentucky, including Iroquois, Cherokee, Chickasaw, and Shawnee 17 

Parks; 18 

NOW, THEREFORE, 19 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the 20 

Commonwealth of Kentucky: 21 

Section 1.   In honor of his unique contributions to American landscape 22 

architecture and conservation, this honorable body hereby proclaims April 26, 2022, to be 23 

National Frederick Law Olmsted Day in Kentucky. 24 

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a 25 

copy of this Resolution to Representative Norma Kirk-McCormick for delivery to 26 

Matthew Hisle, President of the Kentucky Chapter of the American Society of Landscape 27 
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News from the Office of 

Adam J. Bello 
Monroe County Executive 

1 
 

 
 
For immediate release: 
April 21, 2022 
 

MONROE COUNTY EXECUTIVE ADAM BELLO ANNOUNCES 
‘OLMSTED WEEK’ CELEBRATION ACROSS THE COUNTY  

OLMSTED WEEK BEGINS APRIL 25 - APRIL 30 
ROCHESTER, NY — In celebration of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 200th birthday, Monroe County 
Executive Adam Bello today declared April 25 through 30 as Frederick Law Olmsted Week in Monroe 
County.  

Frederick Law Olmsted, who designed New York’s Central Park, is often called the father of American 
landscape agriculture. His designs resulted in Monroe County’s Highland and Seneca parks, as well 
as the City of Rochester’s Maplewood Park and Genesee Valley Park, owned by both the city and the 
county. Additionally, the Olmsted firm designed some of Rochester’s smaller parks, including 
Washington Square and Susan B. Anthony Square. 

“Monroe County is home to some of the best parks in the country, with several of them 
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted,” said County Executive Bello. “As we continue to 
celebrate our Bicentennial, I encourage everyone to celebrate Olmsted’s lasting contributions 
to our community by enjoying all our beautiful parks throughout Olmsted week.” 

Public celebrations of Olmsted Week include: 

 April 23, 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.: Volunteers from all across the county will work 

together to help pick up trash or large debris at county parks for our annual Pick Up the 

Parks event to promote a clean and healthy environment. For more information, go to 

monroecounty.gov/parks. 

 April 28, 10 a.m.: A special announcement featuring County Executive Bello, the 

Highland Park Conservancy and state lawmakers at Highland Park.  

 April 28, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.: A Frederick Law Olmsted Celebration at the Memorial 

Art Gallery, 500 University Ave. featuring guest speaker Justin Martin, author of Genius 

of Place: The Life of Frederick Law Olmsted. A reception with a book signing, Olmsted 

selfie station and light refreshments are included. Admission is free. To register, visit 

highlandparkconservancy.org/events/. 
 April 30, 10 a.m.: Seneca Park Zoo Nature Hike. Take a Zoo Naturalist-led walk 

through Seneca Park and join the Seneca Park Zoo, and over 150 cities worldwide, for 

the 2022 City Nature Challenge. Download the iNaturalist app and go outside 

http://www.monroecounty.gov/parks
https://www.highlandparkconservancy.org/events/2021/7/6/toddler-time-in-highland-park-3748x-dhg2h-a7l2h-btp6p
https://senecaparkzoo.org/city-nature-challenge/


anywhere around Rochester documenting the area’s biodiversity April 29 – May 2. The 

participant that enters the most observations during the week will win a grand prize gift 

basket provided by Visit Rochester.  To register for this free event, visit: 

senecaparkzoo.org/event/nature-hike-for-the-city-nature-challenge-2022/. 

 April 30, 11:00 a.m.: The Sierra Club will provide free tree seedlings while supplies 

last at Northampton Park, 304 Salmon Creek Road, Webster Park, 255 Holt Road, 

Seneca Park, 2222 St. Paul Street and Genesee Valley Park West. For more 

information, go to sierraclub.org/atlantic/rochester.  

 April 30, 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.: President of the Highland Park Conservancy, JoAnn 

Beck, will lead a walking tour of Highland Park. Participants will learn more in depth 

about the life and architectural mind of Frederick Olmsted. The event is free and the 

number of participants is limited. Register now by going to 

highlandparkconservancy.org/events/. 

 

—30— 

Media inquiries: 
 

 

Gary Walker, Director of Communications  
GaryWalker@MonroeCounty.gov 
(585) 753-1064 

Meaghan M. McDermott, Deputy Director of 
Communications 
MeaghanMcDermott@MonroeCounty.gov  
(585) 469-4365 

 

https://senecaparkzoo.org/event/nature-hike-for-the-city-nature-challenge-2022
https://www.sierraclub.org/atlantic/rochester
https://www.highlandparkconservancy.org/events/2021/7/6/toddler-time-in-highland-park-3748x-dhg2h-a7l2h-btp6p
mailto:GaryWalker@MonroeCounty.gov
mailto:meaghanmcdermott@monroecounty.gov
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